
The Initiative Handarbeit is  an association  of  the  leading  suppliers  

of  textile crafts  products  in Austria, Germany 

and Switzerland . We have  been  providing  creative  ideas  

for  self -made projects  since  2000.

We support the  trade with  our  activities



Our  Vision

Our  Strategy  
 

Activities

Added  Value for  Members



Our  Vision

We believe  in the  future  of
textile handicrafts

a s a 
modern a nd c reative  leisure  activity , 

which  promotes  the  desire  for  individualitiy
 and creates  communities ..



Our  Mission

We want  to  strengthen  permanently  the  market  for  tex tile handicrafts  
and develop  it positively

Active  together

Adding  value  for  the  individual



Our  guiding  principles

We work  in a neutral and partner -like way  
 supporting  our  vision  

and our  members  



The h+h  Fair 

• We are the conceptual and professional sponsor of the h+h cologne and as contractual 
partner 

• contribute significantly to the organisation of the fair.

• We are the initiator of the  Fashionshow at the h+h cologne.

• We are the central point of contact for the trade

• We represent the interests of the trade and are its mouthpiece.



Exchange and Networking

• We connect the relevant stakeholders

• Collect and share market information

• Initiate and organize exchange among member companies

• Support our member companies

• Provide input on trends (societal, distribution, AI, etc.)



Communication Activities  

• We ensure neutral media visibility for textile crafts

• Increase the reach of the topic (digital and analog )

• Provide inspiration and content

• Initiate consumer campaigns and drive momentum in the market

• Act as a learning platform



initiative -handarbeit.de

https://initiative-handarbeit.de/
https://initiative-handarbeit.de/
https://initiative-handarbeit.de/


We design collections including instructions, brand -neutral –
presented in a modern and appealing way



We are very active on social media channels

On Instagram 
since 2014
1,900 posts, 
21,100 
followers



Pinterest
42,000 followers, 1 million views per month



We are connected with bloggers

We maintain close relationships with 
influencers and bloggers across all 
textile crafts through regular events 
and the provision of inspiring content



To date, over 93,000 
labels for handmade 
bags have been 
distributed through the 
campaign – promoting 
greater sustainability 
and less plastic!

Communication across 
all channels



Regular competitions to engage customers

2025 20242026



Newsletter marketing to end customers

We provide inspiration through regular 
newsletters on a variety of topics

10,500 subscribers, open rates above 60%



We provide knowledge about textile crafts, for example through a glossary



Promotion of young talent

Activities to engage children

Emerging designers



Kinitti – our website for kids

Conveys basic 
knowledge in a playful 
way



Kinitti – showcases exciting projects

Quick successes increase the fun of DIY



Helena Wieser x Initiative Handarbeit

21



We support retailers

• Sales promotion activities
• Free marketing materials

• ZIP code –based store locator on 
our website

• Newsletter updates

• “Lieblingsladen ” award



Promotional materials



What added value does a membership 
in the Initiative Handarbeit e.V. offer?



Benefits for Member Companies – h+h Trade Fair

• Cost advantages for trade fair participation (early bird prices / free marketing package for 
members)

• Reduced booth rent by €2 per m² for booths over 100 m²

• Priority treatment at the fair / advance information

• Opportunity to participate in the fashion show and lookbook

• Transparency on visitor numbers at the fair

• Eligibility to join the blogger event / networking opportunities

• Networking of company social media managers with the Initiative Handarbeit

• Free tickets for the industry party
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Benefits for Member Companies – Networking and Exchange

• Exchange and networking among member companies

• Industry discussions / market briefings

• Participation in market intelligence activities

• Market assessment and positioning of one’s own company

• Autumn meeting with interesting topics / guest contributions

• Social Media Circle – members × Initiative Handarbeit

• Exchange and guidance on legal requirements / changes in Europe

• Advance information on market developments and trends

• Opportunities for recruiting young talent

• Increased visibility for member companies

• Profiling as a member of the association

• Participation in the development of the industry



Become a member

• Membership fee: €2,000 per year

• Levy: approximately 0.1% of annual sales (DACH region) from products sold in the industry 
– the exact levy is determined annually at the members’ meeting

• Be part of shaping the future development of the industry



Contact: 
Initiative Handarbeit e.V.
Geschäftsführung Hedi Ehlen
Krauthausenerstr . 47a
52076 Aachen
+49 172 2977072
info@intiative -handarbeit.de

Interested?
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